THE NEWSLETTER FOR

THE ESCAMBIA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

January Newsletter.

The January Meeting will be
Tuesday, January 27, 2026, 3:00 pm
in the Meeting Room of the McMillan Museum

- on the Brewton College Campus.
[
¥ The Program Will Be a Presentation by Society
i member Dr. Brett Chancery on the Events leading
M : "8| up to the American Revolution
' £ Dr. Brett Chancery, a history instructor at Coastal Alabama
.| Community College will present on events leading up the
= | American Revolution. Beginning with the Proclamation of
. ~ 4 | 1763 and leading to the Declaration of Independence in 1776.
e ammw | This will begin our year highlighting America 250 as we
Brett Chancery = celebrate the birth of our country.
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In a secluded corner of the
Green Dragon Tavern in
Boston in 1765 you might
find a group of colonial
men. They will be wary of
your approach, but if you
begin to talk of Liberty,
freedom from oppression
and "taxation without
representation” they might
relent. The Sons of Liberty
was an organization of
colonial men from all walks
of life that believed England
had overstepped their power
over the colonies. While
much of their history is
unknown, we do know that
this underground network
was created as a protest to
the Stamp Act of 1765 in
Boston. Samuel Adams was

members as made clear in
the Boston Gazette article
on the 14th of August 1765
when his article referred to
the anti-Stamp Act
activists as the "Sons of
Liberty". There was also a
chapter in New York who
met under the "Liberty
Pole". The Boston group
met under the "Liberty
Tree" where one of their
first acts was to hang an
effigy of Andrew Oliver, a
public official in charge of
enforcing the Stamp Act.
Tensions only heated from
that point and spread
throughout the colonies
where other Sons of
Liberty chapters formed. A
Revolution would soon be
born.
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News and Announcements

The Coastal Alabama Historical Society is
sponsoring their second Living History Day. This
year’s event will take place on the Thomasville
campus in Clarke County. Local historical societies,
educational institutions and museums will showcase
information about their history. Talk with local
history reenactors and tour the Kathryn Tucker
Windham Museum located on the Thomasville
Coastal Alabama campus. (See flyer).

THE COASTAL ALABAMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRESENTS

COASTAL ALABAMA
LIVING HISTORY DAY

FEBRUARY 26,2026 | 9AM-1PM
THOMASVILLE CAMPUS

Dive into the past at Coastal Alabama's Living History Day! Explore
booths with artifacts, photos and historical displays from
organizations all across our region and beyond! Talk with historical
reenactors and experts and, while you're here, check out the Kathryn
Tucker Windham Museum, located in the Library!

FREE EVENT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

(s HISTORICAL
k SOCIETY

Student Organization

Book Honoring Veterans of Escambia County
The Society is collecting material on veterans from Escambia County to honor these veterans. Don Sales is
in charge of this project. If you have a veteran in your family, we would like to have a picture and a short
biography. Material can be sent to Don Sales, P.O. Box 276, Brewton, AL 36427. Don can also be contacted
at the society email escambiacohistoricalsociety@gmail.com or by phone at 251-809-1528.
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Alabama Depart- AL AB AMA.\

ment of Archives

and History HISTORICAL
ASSOCIATION

Alabama Historical Association, April 9-11,
Fairhope, AL.

Since 1901, has been the home of Alabama
history. Established to collect and preserve the
historical materials of the people of Alabama, and
to USe that material in sharing their stories
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https://www.facebook.com/AlabamaArchives?__tn__=-UC*F
https://www.facebook.com/AlabamaArchives?__tn__=-UC*F
https://www.facebook.com/AlabamaArchives?__tn__=-UC*F

Defending Democracy:
John Peter Zenger Trial

—_ T e
e N

Photo courtesy of National Park Service: https://www.nps.gov/feha/learn/
historyculture/the-trial-of-john-peter-zenger.htm?mobile-
app=true&theme=wiki>.

Defending Democracy

During the early eighteenth century, Americans began to be inspired by ideas of liberty from
oppression. A collective feeling of experiencing free will and self-government began to appear. One
inspirational event came in the form of a 1735 legal decision in New York of John Peter Zenger.
While this decision was before the establishment of our present American court system, it helped to
establish the idea of freedom of the press.

John Peter Zenger, a German immigrant was the publisher of the New York Weekly Journal. He
was supported financially by opponents of New York’s royal governor, William Crosby. In 1734,
the governor dismissed one of his leading opponents, Chief Justice Lewis Morris, from office. The
Weekly Journal began publishing articles criticizing the governor. The governor, unable to
persecute the author of the articles, charged Zenger with seditious libel and imprisoned him. English
law defined libel as any (true or false) criticism of the government. During this time period, in the
colonies and in Britain, the press had to seek approval for information before it was printed. There
was a movement within the British press to push away from government approval and move toward
a free press.

The Weekly Journal showed no self restraint in criticizing the governor. It printed his attempts to
cover shady dealings and incompetence. Authors called for his removal from office. Governor
Cosby was unable to keep the newspaper in line as other colonial governors were able. Journalists
were prosecuted whether the information was true or not. In many cases the more true the
information the stiffer the penalty.

During his trial, Zenger’s lawyer, Andrew Hamilton of Philadelphia, argued that Zenger had
printed the truth and the truth is not libelous. He also argued that the people have a right to know
what their government was doing. The public should also have a right to air a grievance against the
government if they did not agree. The method for this was though the press. The jury agreed and
Zenger was exonerated. The Zenger trial is landmark due to the support of the public that the press
has the right to criticize government officials and expose the truth. The Zenger case discouraged
future prosecutions of the press for seditious libel. It also established a balance between the press
and government to hold each other accountable for providing the truth to the public.
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https://www.army.mil/article/40562/continental_congress_authorizes_army#:%7E:text=On%20the%20agenda%3A%20creating%20a,in%20New%20York%2C%20about%205%2C000.
https://siarchives.si.edu/blog/dorothea-dix-mental-health-reformer-and-civil-war-nurse
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/dorothea-dix

Daughters of Liberty

Women were also on the forefront of protests over
taxes. The Daughters of Liberty helped support the
cause with working through the home. The Daughters
of Liberty was not as formal as the Sons of Liberty
chapters and was a term used colloquially for women
who supported the American Revolution. Women
were responsible for purchasing goods for their
households and supported the cause through their
purchases. For example, after the Tea Act was passed
in 1773, women began serving tea substitutes. One
such "liberty tea" consisted of leaves from
raspberries.

Women refused to purchase British textiles, groups
would participate in spinning bees and help produce
homespun cloth for colonists to wear instead.

During the War

Women took over household responsibilities for men
fighting in the war. They maintained farms and ran
stores taking over finances and tasks that men
normally performed.

Women were also on the battlefield and traveled with
encampments. Martha Washington joined George
Washington during long encampments and helped to
provide aid for soldiers. She also promoted the small
pox vaccine for herself and others which saved
countless lives on and off the battlefield.

Margaret Corbin enlisted with her husband, John.
They were both wounded serving at Fort Washington
in 1776. She would serve until 1783. She was later
the first woman interred at West Point.

Of course one of the most famous is Deborah
Sampson. She dressed as a man and fought under the
name Robert Shurtleff. She is the only woman to
receive a full military pension from the war.

L -'p.f‘.
Esther DeBerdt Reed

Esther de Berdt Reed was the driving force behind
The Ladies Association of Philadelphia. Her husband
served as George Washington's Secretary. She
published "The Sentiments of an American Woman
which called on women to make personal sacrifices to
support Revolutionary War soldiers. She along with
Benjamin Franklin's daughter, Sarah Franklin
Bache solicited funds for the Continental Army.
George Washington worried the money would be
wasted by the soldiers on drink so the ladies used the
funds to produce over 2,000 shirts for soldiers in the
Continetal Army.

The Ladies Association of Philadelphia was the first
female voluntary association in the United States. It
was an inclusive organization which reached across
classes and engaged women to be patriotic. While the
organization no longer exists, it inspired other
organizations. During the War of 1812. women
organized a "Stocking Society" to clothe American
soldiers.
o

Deborah Samp
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Requested

We're on the weh!
www.escohis.org

FIRST CLASS MAIL
DATED MATERIAL
Address Correction

Books Available by Contribution

0 5 . . Regular Mailed
Donatlon§ and contributions that are npt for books or History of Escambia County, Alabama $90.00 $97.00
membership dues may now be made online through PayPal | | yeadstones and Heritage $20.00 $27.00
to <escambiacohistoricalsociety@gmail.com>. Please continue to | | Escambia Historical Society Cookbook ~ $10.00 $16.00
use the form shown for book requests and membership Wildflowers of The Conecuh/Escambia $16.00
dues, by mail, as your complete name and address are River Basin CD $10.00 '
needed for our records. Thank you again for your History of Brewton and E. Brewton (SC) ~ $40.00  $47.00
support!" Flomaton Centennial Scrapbook $30.00 $37.00
Clip the following form and send to ECHS
Treasurer, P.O. Box 276, Brewton, AL 36427
: Date /
| Name
| Address
|
! Phone
; Email Address
Do you prefer to get your newsletter by
U.S.Mail ___ or email?
Dues
($25.00/person; $35.00/ family at same address; Lifetime, $500.00/person; $100.00/year business)
Dues
Donation
Total Enclosed

Your Interests

You Will Help With

Dues are to be paid at the beginning of the year
Many members give a membership as a gift!
Business members get a large scale

advertisement 11 months of the year.

ECHOES, The newsletter for the Escambia County Historical Socie-
ty, a 501 (c) (3) corporation, is published monthly except November.
Comments are welcome. You may email the Society at escambiaco-

historicalsociety@gmail.com or call 251-809-1528.

OFFICERS ECHS Poet Laureate and
American Military Historian,

President, Jimmy Adkisson
Vice-President, Don Sales
Secretary, Vacant
Treasurer, John Angel
Echoes Editor, Emily Sommer
Librarian, Vacant
Publicity, Clay Lisenby and
John Angel
Historian/Curator, Tom McMillan

Robert Smiley

Trustees

Ranella Merritt

Tom McMillan
Sally Finlay
Charlie Ware

John Angel, Alternate
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